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Dr. Christopher Doyle, postdoctoral fellow in the laboratory of Dr. Liise-anne Pirofski at the Albert
Einstein College of Medicine.

Dr. Esma Ucisik-Akkaya.

The Graduate Student Employee Union-Stony Brook University provides funding to support graduate
student professional development such as registration fees, travel and related expenses for attending a



conference. Check the union website at http://www.cwal104gseu.com/stony%20brook/professional-
development-fund-pdf-info-and-details for last years' announcement and consider contacting your
representatives for more information.

New Training Faculty Members

Dr. Brian Sheridan will join the Department of Molecular Genetics &
Microbiology as an assistant professor in early 2015. The research in Dr.
Sheridan’s laboratory focuses on the generation and maintenance of
effector and memory T cells in intestinal tissues in response to bacterial
pathogens acquired by the oral route.

Dr. Bettina Fries, Professor and Chief of the Division of Infectious Diseases
in the Department of Medicine, has joined the training faculty of the MGM
Program. Dr. Fries' laboratory works on the molecular mechanisms underlying
the ability of Cryptococcus neoformans to cause chronic infections and the
host response to this fungal pathogen as well as the development of novel
therapeutic and diagnostic tools for Klebsiella pneumoniae and stapholococcal
enterotoxin B.

New Communicating Science Courses

The Alan Alda Center for Communicating Science has announced two new courses: Presenting Science
Unplugged and Creating a Video Abstract. See http://www.centerforcommunicatingscience.org/
communicating-science-course-schedule-spring-2014/ for more information about courses offered by the
Center.

B MGM Annual Retreat

The 36th annual retreat of the Department of Molecular Genetics & Microbiology will be held on Friday
October 10th at the Port Jefferson Village Center. All graduate students and postdoctoral fellows are
encouraged to present a poster at the retreat.



